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Thoughts on what to do when you see a homeless person
Written by Mike Yankoski for the Homeless & Hungry participants

www.yankoski.com
www.undertheoverpass.com
1) Look them in the eyes. Treating someone like they're a human being made in God's image sometimes starts with just acknowledging them instead of pretending like they don't exist and just walking past.  If you feel comfortable enough, and have the chance to speak to them, stick to general, conversational type questions to start with:  “How about the weather”, “Do you like sports... baseball, basketball, football...”, “Where did you grow up” etc.  These sorts of questions can help get the conversation moving, and can make both you and the homeless individual feel more comfortable.  Despite socio-economic differences, it's really just two human beings having a conversation. 

2) Meet the need:  If someone is asking for something, try to find out if they really need it.  If someone is flying a sign that says “I need food”, offer to buy them a burger, or even take them to lunch.  If it says “Need money for gas,” offer to buy them some gas.  Try not to give straight cash, because often (though not always) this may be used for something like drugs and alcohol. But, if you help them get what they're actually in need of, then you can avoid the potential downfalls of giving straight cash.  

3) Rescue Missions:  Find out about the local homeless shelters / rescue missions in your area. Then, when you encounter someone, you can help direct them toward an organization that can help them through the long process of rehabilitation. 

4) Gift Certificates:  Another great option is to go to a local fast food restaurant / coffee shop and purchase several gift certificates.  You can carry these around in your wallet, purse, glove box etc.  Then, when you see someone, even if it's really quick at a stop light or a freeway on-ramp, you can give the certificate and encourage them to use it for something warm to drink or some food.  
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